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New film initiative tackles youth
health, social challenges: Umati

By Correspondent Sagini Hamis

IN a groundbreaking eflort to
address critical soclal and health
- issues affecting young people,
- stakeholders in  Tanzanla are
. leveraging the power of film. A
! new programme, a collaborative
initfative  between the Famlly
Planning Assoclation of Tanzania
(UMATD), an NGO speclalising in
sexual and reproductive health
(SRH) Informaton and services,
and MEMA Africa, aims to educate,
 empower,and insplre youth to make
+ informed decisions about their lives
~and well-belng. The programme
targets pressing challenges such
as unsafe abortion, unplanned
pregnancies, child marriages, and
new HIV infections.
The innovative project, dubbed
‘Impakt Sinema,” officially launched
+ last weekend in Dar es Salaam with
i a special screening of ten short
! films, Speaking at the event, UMATI
! executive director Susan Mkanzabi
- emphasised the program’s core
: objective: ensuring young people
' have access to accurate information
tand education. “This access, is
: crucial for enabling them to make
:sound decisions regarding thelr
‘health and to fully participate
in pursuing their dreams,” she
explained.
Mkanzabi highlighted that
i the decision to use a film-based
: approach stems from

In danger, or In specific cases of
rape and unplanned pregnancy
that could lead to severe Injury
or life-threatening Jlinesses. She
also urged young people to take
full advantage of the free health
education services available at
various centers, encouraging them
to get tested and prioritise thelr
safery. "Youth are the nation of
today; you cannot build a country
without its youth. 1 urge all young
people to make use of the available
reproductive  health  education
centers. These services are free, sO
don't rely on information from the
streets but visit the cenrers to get
correct information,” Mkanzabl
advised.

Hassan Kiyungi, leader of MEMA
Africa, explained that the Tmpakt
Cinema' initiative’s primary aim
Is to foster positive soclal change
within the community concerning
reproductive health and gender
based violence among young
people. Kiyungi noted that filmwas a
medium suggested by young people
themselves, anticipating that this
approach will attract more youth
and ensure wider dissemination of
the crucial messages.

“We currently have a project
called ‘Tmpakt Cinema'-these are
films intended to inspire social
change. The main goal of the
program Is to promote change and
encourage young people to take

action on issues that

Lart's undeniable : affect their daily lives,”
' influence. This  These services Kiyungi stated. “Today,
1 method is expected are free we've launched
E[O effectively capture don't B ten films with ten
‘the atrention of a  don‘trelyeon different stories,
Elargc youth audience = Informeation  marking the beginning
vand  deliver  vital  fromthe = = of continued film
ireproductive ‘ TR screenings in various
* health education ° MM places-including
tto  this significant | 'lﬂm ne i schools, colleges, and
¢ demographic. ‘As - cantersto communities at large."
yan institutdon, we've | ooy Klyumng.i
* partnered with MEMA © underscored that

| Africa - they're in film, T2
tand we specialise in :
adoléscent " 'réproductive  health
.education. We're targeting specific
areas of reproductive health and
:sexuality,” Mkanzabi stated.

She further elaborated on the
urgent need for such Interventions,
noting that “young people, although
they make up a large proportion of
the population, sull face numerous
reproductive  health  challenges
such as early pregnancies, child
marriages, and new HIV infections.
It is this group that is most
affected.” Mkanzabi stressed that
the project aims to ensure youth
receive accurate information and
education through the compelling
lessons embedded in these films,
empowering them to make
informed health decisions.

The ‘Impakt Sinema' project
plans to strategically reach regions
most severely affected by child
marriage, leenage pregnancies,
and gender-based violence. These
target regions include Tabora,
Shinyanga, Katavi, and Mwanza.
The programme is slated to run for
six months, from July to December
this year, aiming for a focused and
impactful intervention.

. Addressing the sensitive issue of
‘abortion, Mkanzabi clarified that
':thc act.remains a criminal offense
‘under Tanzanian law. It is only
‘permitted when a woman's life is

through this project,

oo s .., Pothonganizations wil
contnue to'collaborate closely with
the government to achieve their
objectives by providing education
to a broad spectum of youth.
He belleves this will contribute
to nurturing a community of
competent, ethical, and ambitious
young people. “As NGOs, we mostly
strive to fulfill the government's
set goals through its different
departments at district and regional
Jevels, including health and social
welfare officers,” Kiyungi added.

Abdul Saidl. one of the film
participants,  expressed  his
optimism about the projects
potential Impact “These days, there
are many unplanned pregnancies
which bring various challenges
to young people unprepared for
family responsibilities; sometimes
they do due to peer pressure
and lack of information,” Saidi
remarked. “Impakt Cinema' will
ensure education and motivation
an reproductive health issues reach
youth, giving everyone a better
understanding.”

The launch of ‘Impakt Sinermna’
marks a significant stride In
addressing.  complex youth
challenges in Tanzanla, leveraging
creative’ storytelling to foster
awareness, responsibility, and
empowerment among the nation’s
young generation,
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'Majaliwa in Belarus for key diplomatic
four-day visit, boosting economic ties

By Guardian Correspondent, Minsk

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa
arrlved yesterday In Minsk, Belarus,
on Monday for a four-day working
visit set to end today.

This  landmark  engagemem
signifies a pivotal moment in the
bilateral relationship  between
Tanzanla and Belarus, marking
the first time such a high-ranking
Tanzanian officlal has visited the
Eastern European nation. The
visit underscores a concerted
effort by both countries to deepen
their strategic cooperation across
various key sectors.

Upon his arrival at Minsk National
Airport, Prime Minister Majaliwa
received a warm reception, met by
Belarus's Deputy Prime Minister,
Viktor Karankevich. The welcoming
party also included a distinguished
Tanzanian delegation, featuring
Zanzibar's Minister of Investment,
Sharif All Sharif; Tanzania's Deputy
Minister of Forelgn  Affairs and
East African Coopération, Cosato
Chumi; and Tanzania's ambassador
to Russia, Fredrick Kibuta, reflecting
the high importance placed on this
diplomatic mission.

The core objective of this historic
visit is to significantly enhance
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bllateral ties, with a particular
cmphasis on vital sectors deemed
crucial for national development.
These include agriculture,
education,  health,  tourism,
investment. trade, and technology
transfer. Both the Tanzanian
and Belarusian governments are
keen to harness this opportunity
to foster deeper collaboration,
oxchange expertise, and unlock
new opportunities that  will
mutually benefit their economies
and populatlons.

puring his stay in Minsk, Prime
Minister Majaliwa is scheduled to
hold official discussions with his
Belarusian ~ counterpart, Prime
Minister Alexander Turchin. These
highlevel talks are expected
to cover a wide range of topics,
from trade facilitation to joint
development  projects. Beyond
inter-governmental dialogues, the
prime minister will also engage
directly with''leaders of various
Belarusian(!l leompanies:.-: . These

' grucial ineetings aimi to.encovrage’

and attract Belarusian enterprises
to invest jn Tanzania, showcasing
the country’s conducive
investment climate, abundant
natural resources, and burgeoning
market. Tanzania hopes to secure
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commitments that will drive
Industrial growth and Job creation
back home.

A significant highlight of the
visit will be the signing of several
Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) between Tanzanla and
Belarus. These agreements are
set to formalise cooperation in
diverse areas, Including political
consultations, agriculture,
education, and trade. The signing
of these MoUs will lay a concrete
foundation for future collaborative
endeavors, ensuring that the
enhanced diplomatic engagement
translates into tangible economic
and social benefits.

This strategic diplomatic
initiative is a critical component of
Tanzania’s broader foreign policy
-amework, which  prioritises
economic diplomacy. By forging
stronger ties with Belarus, Tanzania
aims to diversify its international
partnerships, open up new markets
for- its products, -and'‘“secure!
a@ssential technologicdl’’trdingfui's?
This forward-looking approach is
designed to create new avenues for
sustainable economic growth and
accelerate national development,
aligning with Tanzania’s vision for a
prosperous future.
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